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Susan Thomas {second from right} axplains the schelarship program of the Craig and Susan Themas Foundation to Powall High School

puidancs counselor Batsy Cowin {left) and guidance secratary Cindy Jacobs (right) as Thomas' assistant Annie Sanders listens.
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Foundation helps at-risk students advance education

EY DON AMEMD
Iribnne Shaff Water

lorgtame tescher was n
Powell last week I her
fiorte 1o help at-risk stu-

denis sucoeed.

Susmn Thomas, widow of the
late 115 Sen. Cratg Thomas,
trveled through Park County to
vialt with schools about the Cratg
aid Buazan Thomas Foundation,
an effort she founded following
the senator’s death in 2007,

“Crajg loved kida" Thoemas
zabd. ] wanted to hanor his lega-
oy by helping them sucoeed.”

The foundation alse reflects
Sisan Thomes' 36 yesrs a5 a
tepcler, hall of them in Casper
and alf in the Washington, D.C.
area, and her special concern for
at-f1sK shisdents, These sudents,

though not lecking im intelli-
gence, struggle in school for o
varioty of reasons

As B result, they mey not
qualify for Wyoming's Hatha-
way Scholnrships or other types
of fimancial aid, and their fam-
ily and financial situations may
prevent them from schieving
further education

“The foundation is intended to
heltp those lids," Thomas smid
“They deserve B chance to reach
their potential

During her stop in Powell,
Thomas visited with Shoshone
Learning Center Principal Luke
Danforth end teachor Shannon
Blackmore and Powell High
School guidance counselor Botsy
Cowin and guidance sccretary
Cindy Jacobs about the founda-
tion's program and helping Proove-

cll students take advantsge of it

Thomas said there are fow
requiraments involved in apply-
ing for ome of the foundation®s
scholarships. An ppplicant can-
nat be eligibla for a Hathewsy
Scholarship and must be 8 Wyo-
ming resident and a 1.5, citizen
Thoy must submit on spplica-
tion that is hand-written rather
than ‘word-processod  because
Thomas believes thet provides
a more realistic picture of the
applicant®s abilities and desire
to succeed.

Successful spplicants receive
a &1,2530 scholership good for
ane semester, and they st
re-apply cach semester. Thomaes
takes & personal role in helping
them use the opportunity wissly,
oven though thoy may be scat-
tered all cvar the state,

“l follow them around and
mentor them in how to succood
in thieir study," Thomas said,

The foundation also affers
grants to organzations that can
b used for special programs
for young people. Thomas said
the average grant is 52000, and
the money has to go directly for
children

The organization also presents
an annual leadership award to
sameomne who works with at-risk
students, Theawsrd is presented
an Ag Day ot the Wyoming State
Fair and inclhides a 52,500 cash
prize.

“The Leadorship Award goes
to an adult who really challenges
at-risk children,” Thomas said,

Thomas also made stops 6t
the Mectoetse and Cody schaoals
winile in Park County




